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of peace conditions, and unperturbed by moral doubts
of its warlike achievement.

Amongst the men of the Dover Patrol assembled to
see the unveiling of the memorial to their own unfor-
gettable dead there will be also a feeling of regret for
those days that are past,, regret of the strenuous life
with Its earnest purpose, its continuity of risk, Its sense
of professional efficiency, its community of desperate
toil; regret even of those moments of extreme bodily
fatigue associated with that feeling of spiritual exal-
tation which enabled them each in his station, from
the Admiral commanding to the youngest member of
a small drifter's crew, to defy the enmity of nature and
the hostility of men.

Nobody would dream of apportioning shares of im-
portance In the great task of the navy, so varied in its
unity, so diverse In its singleness of aim. and its in-
variable purpose. But it is a fact that amongst all
those activities directed to the same end, exposed to
the same risk, making the same appeal, and entered
upon with the same*courage, the work of the Dover
Patrol was very special work. The Dover Patrol held
the southern exit of the North Sea in the same way in
which the Grand Fleet may be said to have held its
northern entrance; and the greatness of its responsibil-
ity may be appreciated from the one dominant fact:
that on that Patrol rested the safety of our communica-
tions with the army In France, and that one of its
achievements was the safe passage across the Channel of
about seven million men without a single instance of
failure, in the presence of a superior enemy established
in force within easy striking distance on the flank of the
line; an enemy superior in numbers and material,holding
in his hands every element of successful attack except
for just a portion, an ever so small portion, of that sea